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Summary

A challenging survey of the technologies of perception, pro-
duction and dissemination of images throughout history by 
one of France‘s leading contemporary intellectuals, Paul Vi-
rilio. Surveying art history as well as the technologies of war 
and urban planning, Virilio provides us with an introduction 
to a new ‚logistics of the image‘. 
From the era of painting, engraving and architecture culmi-
nating in the 18th century, the history of ‚regimes of the vi-
sual‘ shifted with the intervention of the photogram (photo-
graphy and cinematography) in the 19th century. The latest 
era starts with videography, holography and infographics, 
turning the dissolution of modernity into a generalised logic 
of public representations. .
Virilio‘s‘book offers the most provocative account of the his-
tory of ‚seeing‘ to date and could revolutionise the way we 
periodise not only art history but ‚social existence‘ itself.

Paul Virilio is the author of War and Cinema and the former 
director of the Ecole speciale d‘architecture in Paris, where 
he is still the Professor of Architecture. He participated in 
the exhibition Medias & Democratic at La grande arche in 
the summer of 1993.
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